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Life-changing Surgeries

Penny Cheung ( Ward nurse/ HIS medical team member )

When Dr S.K. Chow asked me to join the
November 2022 Madagascar cleft team, my
reaction was, “sorry, not really, as I'm already
committed to serving on HIS Kurdistan surgical
teams around the same time.” However, S.K. didn’t
accept “no” for an answer, God also convinced
me to go, (basically showing me how life-changing
the surgeries would be for the patients, and how
he had already been preparing me with a year of
French lessons!) | was very apprehensive about
joining a new team and said to myself — “it will just
be this once”. However, at the end of the mission |
was saying to everyone “see you in May!” — What
brought about this change? What touched my heart
so much that | am drawn to come back? — so many

things, but | will outline just a few.

1. The hospitality of the Chinese Alliance church
Madagascar team was amazing. They rose
early and went to bed late, happily, and lovingly
preparing our food, washing our clothes, and
looking after us in any other way we needed.

2. The supportiveness of the HIS Foundation
team. | was new, apprehensive and had little
experience of plastics nursing. However, team
members welcomed me, supported me, and
were so encouraging that | soon learned what
to do, gained confidence and quickly began to
really enjoy looking after the patients.

3. With my limited French, and the help of
interpreters, | loved building relationships with
patients and their families. Hearing their stories
was very moving. One particularly touching
story a mum shared with me was how her now
8-year-old daughter had been rejected by her

'-:‘:;:h "
%

Penny loved building relationships with patients and
their families.

father at birth because of her cleft lip and palate.
However, her mother gave her a name which
means “not rejected” and held onto this in faith
despite her daughter being refused surgery
8 times by other organisations due to being
underweight. Her mother felt being accepted for
surgery by HIS was God wonderfully fulfilling the
prophecy of her daughter’s name.

4. Also, so very special were the many opportunities
to pray with patients and their families,
particularly before and during operations, but
also as they left for home. For each individual
patient, as part of their discharge, we had the
privilege of singing the blessing from Numbers
6 v 24-26 over them in French and Malagasy.
Other patients and interpreters joined in this
blessing, and it always led to prayers for their
families, that God would bless them, heal them,
and that they would always know his loving
presence with them and love him daily. — What a
joy and honour.

Thank you Lord for giving me this opportunity

and experience.
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